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	Extended Diploma Photography Year 1

	What Makes a Good Photograph? 

How to annotate images.

Use this list of talking points to evaluate your work and the work of artists that you research.

1. Focus – What is in focus in the image (if not everything)?  Does the photograph have a purpose? What has the photographer asked you, visually to look at?  Is it clear what the main subject or subjects of the photograph are?  

2. Composition – Where are the main subjects or interests of the image placed within the frame? Is the main subject in the center? Off centered – does the rule of thirds comes into play? Does the image seem balanced? How do your eyes moved through the image – what perspective does it take? And do all these things help to make it pleasant to look at?

3. Lighting and Exposure – Is there good highlights and shadows in the image? Is there good contrast in the image? Does it seem “correctly” exposed – clear details?

4. Interest – What makes the photograph different or special? Is the composition interesting? Does the image have a strong sense of perspective? Is there dramatic angles, lines, colors, textures, or shapes?

5. Emotion and Mood – How does this image make you feel? Does it create a mood or generate an  emotional response? After all the technical discussion, good or great  photographs usually evoke an emotional response at some level. 



	

	


